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Hong Kong’s diverse habitats have nurtured a myriad of wildlife. Among them, 25 species of
amphibians inhabit areas ranging from hillside streams to low-lying wetlands. The main character
of this storybook, the Romer's Tree Frog, is not only an endangered species, but also the smallest
native frog in Hong Kong. It is listed as a protected wild animal under the Wild Animals Protection
Ordinance. In the 1990s when Chek Lap Kok was developed to accommodate the Hong Kong
International Airport, the population of Romer's Tree Frog inhabiting there was collected, captive-
bred and subsequently released to suitable habitats in the New Territories and Hong Kong Island.
These translocated populations have been closely monitored, and the successful establishment of
the released frogs has been confirmed.

Our department has been committed to promoting biodiversity to the public through various
initiatives, including the publishing of this storybook. The storybook aims at providing a fun and
engaging way for young readers, parents and teachers to learn about the local biodiversity. Setting
against a backdrop of the translocation and conservation of Romer's Tree Frogs, the illustrated story
guides readers into the world of amphibians. Parents and teachers may join their younger fellows
to enjoy the book and participate in the appended learning activity to get acquainted with local
amphibians and their behaviours.

With lively and interesting pictures and narration, we hope this storybook may captivate young

readers, spark their curiosity and inspire greater understanding and appreciation for the nature.
May adult readers turning the pages also find resonance and connection with nature.

Biodiversity Conservation Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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Deep in the woods in Hong Kong,

there lived a group of Romer's Tree
Frogs. One night, while foraging in
a pile of leaves, little tree frog Ollie
noticed a piece of paper falling out

of a visitor's backpack.
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Immediately, Ollie jumped out of a pile of leaves
to remind the visitor, but it was too late - the visitor
had already left. Ollie examined the paper and
discovered that it was a map. He wondered to
himself,

"What could this be? Is it a map revealing the
distribution of Romer's Tree Frog?"
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Ollie was curious about this mysterious

map, so he croaked to gather his
companions.
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Ollie’'s grandpa read the map and vaguely recalled a
family mystery. He said,

“Many years ago, some Romer’s Tree Frogs moved
to live in other places. | believe this map is the key
to the mystery. It seems to indicate the locations of
our tribe members. However, | am too old to travel
far. Ollie, would you be willing to help me find these
tribe members using this map?”

PRZERET BRE » WRHE T A RE 25K
FEMERKESHSHZE -

Ollie made a promise to his
Grandpa that he would do his
best. With the help of the map,

he went on his journey of
unravelling the mystery
of how the Romer's

Tree Frog tribe

had spread to

different places.
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& BTG o FUE B B KK R Ollie's adventure began. He folded the
P2 M SRAIE F o ISR E L TR RALT map into a paper plane and climbed on

BEMEMNKES - board. The first stop he decided to go was

the reservoir in the south of Hong Kong.




"Grup, grup, grup..."

Ollie came across a Glnther's Frog
whose call sounded like a dog barking.
Next, he met an Asian Common Toad
who looked so funny while having his

supper.

[l ~ OTng ~ Ofag .-
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Ollie met some Romer’s Tree Frogs in
the woods near the reservoir. He asked
them if they knew anything about the
mystery. They replied, "We've heard
about the mystery too, but we're not
sure why the tribe has spread to other
places. Perhaps the frogs living at the
river could help you.”
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Ollie didn't give up easily! He
climbed aboard the paper plane and
headed towards the river.
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TSREBCRTELEERIETIE o Just next to the newt was a

Green Cascade Frog. Ollie
watched him leap high into

the air and cross the river.
"Wow, he jumps like an expert!"
Ollie thought.

At the river, Ollie met a Hong Kong
Newt with a long tail and bright orange
spots on his tummy. Whenever he felt
threatened, the Newt would pretend to
be dead and show his warning colours.

21




FUERIEENZZN/IEEEBEZRE  Next, Ollie met some Romer's Tree

BEHROEE  MBMEHFEADE Frogs beside the river and asked them
about the mystery. They answered,

[RPRFBEBUAEK/NMEEZERK "Along time ago, Romer's Tree Frogs

B - Y BEEtE o Rl L EPFE  were found to live on Lantau Island,

EHMEN/ DN BER/NBERE 1 Lamma Island, etc. You can visit The

MVEHEBER - | Elder, a wise frog who lives in the
pond in the field of Sai Kung, and he
can help. "
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While hopping through the field, he asked

all the frogs he crossed paths with, "Does
anybody know the answer to the mystery of
the Romer's Tree Frog?"

EBEF —HHNEROES

- - FHE\D::E\HE\UEE ...... |

/ Asiatic Painted Frog
o answered, “Moo-ah, moo-
B 4598 T 9 9L R I B B b

1 S 1 |

Butler's Pigmy Frog said, -
A almale

R E KRR ¢
[ - R HER o |

The large Chinese Bullfrog said,
"I'm sorry, we don't know."
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With the help of the Romer’s Tree Frog
community, Ollie eventually found the
wise Elder at a small pond.




RELEWRIR : [EFEMME DA The Elder revealed the answer to
EBEM RN 1990 FREEIR the mystery to Ollie. ” Good to see
HAKENBiRATS c FEEAE you, Ollie. In the 1990s, the Chek
AREFREANEK DB EKRE > KB Lap Kok Airport was built. In order to
TRHABRITE  BUHEEN/ DY protect the Romer's Tree Frogs that
BEIANZEBETEHNNEFT o | lived near the construction site, a
rescue operation plan was launched.
The Romer’s Tree Frogs were safely
relocated to suitable locations in the
wild. That's why our tribe members are
now spread out in many places all over

Hong Kong.”
O
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“I have met many Romer’s Tree Frogs
on my journey, and they all seem to
be having a good life.” Ollie told The
Elder.

“| am happy that those Romer’s Tree
Frogs are thriving in suitable habitats.
And | believe they feel the same way |
do!” said The Elder.

“Thank you so much for finally
unravelling the family mystery for me. “
said Ollie gratefully.
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When Ollie finally arrived home, he
couldn’t wait to tell his grandpa about
his journey. “Grandpa, | now know the
answer to the mystery! First, | went to...
Then, | met...”
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Learning Activity - Little Amphibian Detective

NNRR 0 ZE{RAIIR — R EEFE Thank you for joining me on the journey of @

EEMNABER  IFMREK/DEEEZR unravelling the tribe mystery of Romer's Tree g _
%EE%E&(%WZ?* o L% FF 4t Frogin the beautiful nature of Hong Kong. [yl W\Pﬁ L &%Eﬂkﬂ@ﬁ% ’ Em
T RAOWEEIA 0 fREEEM P Along the way, | met many amphibian friends. Moo I BNMER %ﬁgﬁ%tﬂﬁﬁ iy
IE 72 BE IR B BREE/ MaEE Do you remember them? Let's become a little H IR — Bk o =R=N T
ATEEER BUTHES kY amphibian detec‘Five. I‘n'this matching game, "Grup, grup, grup..." | am an expert in
MIEERARNETES#H ! ?f‘cogl’er t_hﬁ tlrue |d§nt|tles of our amphibian My call sounds like a jumping. | secrete milky
rienas with clues given. dog barking. poison when threatened.
BLLERNLZZT EEFARK - BlHM

[HZ| -
My body size is large.

B REREFAEX
RXRNED - B
S| EE o

| swing my long and flat

tail to attract females.

EBRIE B RigsE
Hong Kong Newt Glinther's Frog Green Cascade Frog : :

‘ ROV BB fim
| ERNE -
~ My skin is rough, and
N my body is covered
/ - : ' with granules and
: tubercles.

[0 s 0 i |
REPWUBERREFR?
"Moo-ah, moo-ah,
moo-ah..." Does my
call sounds like a cow

mooing?
+4 +
J:‘%ﬁﬁét: EHEQ%% ‘fng D 3 : Bo.4 peiuleq onelsy F CWEAL 4 | PeOL Uowwo)) uelsy EE5THE ¢ J | Boiyng eseulyd Fw :
Chinese Bullfrog Asian Common Toad Asiatic Painted Frog e Buoy BuoH &g : O | Boig epedse) usaln) Ty : g | Bold sJeypuno I v
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Learning Activity - Let’s look at some fun facts behind the story!

AMAREHRM WEPNEERREEER
MEEEEBESE AHUTHERE &
WM—TELEHYPRER  TRXERAEXRBAR
BN ET S FE B B e |

Indeed, the amphibian friends in the story do
live in different parts of Hong Kong. Learn more
about these animal friends by checking out

the fun facts below. If you are lucky, you may
encounter them in the wild!

3 AV U 2 Hong Kong Frog Calls

BEERMEBENMUE  BEAKY - BEHE BBEYZRMEEM I
FIAY - BRT AEBR  BEETIAMERS - Hong Kong Biodiversity
BIE T XA - EFE 0 BLAIFAE QR code 2REE Information Hub

RZESENE -

Each species of frog produces its unique calls. Some sound
like dogs barking while others sound like ducks quacking.
Frogs communicate with each other through calls. During
the breeding season, the male calls to attract the female.
Scan the QR code to listen to the calls of frogs when you
see below.

534t R Pl IR BE 59 3 A0 4K AR 2

Why tree frog Ollie can ride on a paper plane?

ERMMNETLER | ERIEERERZFMANNELESE
HEME RS B R R 25 22K - MR/ PIEIERAE 15 25X
BV EE B A B9 98 45 SR /)N o 0S5 A Fal SR AJ LA 5 AL AT 7R MK 0O B 3 E
IE R Lt E /M s AR N ES TS VBB FE o

It's related to his body size! Romer's Tree Frog is the tiniest native frog in
Hong Kong. A female tree frog is around 25mm in body length, while a
male tree frog is around 15mm, which is smaller than an adult’s thumb. In
the story, Ollie can ride on a paper plane to travel around. It's a metaphor
for its tiny body size.

[ OO > ULEs > UREg---- | MEBEMIX—HRAVERE?
“Grup, grup, grup...” Frog which calls like a sequence of barking?

BHMNBESEAR  HRIUZE 100 XK - MR ELLER XS RE
BEEHE  SEBEEHERQE - BAEGARKKRVUEZ+ 24555
—i#E M QR code  RERERHBAYIYEEIE o

The body size of Giinther's Frog is relatively large, up to 100mm in length.
It has smooth skin and round eardrums with white outline behind its eyes.
Gunther's Frog’s call is unique. Listen to its call by scanning the QR code.

HHEPH (& ?
Spotty frog in the field

A XREZMHEE  EENEA  ZRANE - B AR
SEBELE® X fmE R RERERA - 1ERT - RAEER
A+2FR dARUIBEFREFREANMRERD » RERQE
HETER -

Chinese Bullfrog inhabits cultivated fields, streams and ponds. It is a large-
sized frog. Its olive-brown body is covered with scattered black spots. It
used to be a common species in the field. Due to overhunting and loss of
agricultural land in the past, native Chinese Bullfrogs are now uncommon.
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Moving leaves in mountain streams

EREEEEBHE-—NERENMEDY - WEBRFEEF AL
BRER  RBENEMAUEGRE  SHEFMBERE - MRS
HENBACHEY SEEHREMEESH - UHRMM -
Hong Kong Newt is the only tailed amphibian in Hong Kong. It likes to
live in clear mountain streams. Its dark brown back mimics leaf litter to
avoid predators. The bright orange spots on its belly warn predators that
it is poisonous.

HIFEW [ &2

Frog from a fairytale

RGEBERLZES MO S  VREES 248426 > AIEAT
KBE EXRZBEETORENRENE - RRTHASBNECES
BMAAEFREIN  RKGBESIRER  ES0ULHTFERKRN
HEeEsK  UBRHEEE -

The fairytale Green Cascade Frog inhabits mountain streams or nearby
areas. Its head and back are bright green, while the sides and limbs are
brown. It has well-developed suction discs and webs between its toes.
Besides warning predators with its bright colours, Green Cascade Frog
also secretes milky poison with a pungent smell to deter predators when
threatened.

BRRAERE ?

Frog that looks like a balloon

EHEERET EERENEE | ZR ME—ER®HEAOE - T8
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There is a round and chubby frog in the middle of the field! It turns out to
be an Asiatic Painted Frog. When disturbed, it can inflate its body like a
balloon and secrete sticky mucus to make itself unpalatable to predators.

"Moo-ah, moo-ah, moo-ah..." The call of the Asiatic Painted Frog sounds
like a cow mooing. Let's listen to its call together.

T~ M s M- |
"Ai, ai, ai..."

HWEEBFHEKEESEMA)  BRAIER - XBENE
ETRAUMER - YRR - REEEER  ZESEEHRK
B=AK -

Butler's Pigmy Frog calls like a duck quacking. It is a small-sized frog,
around 3cm in length. Its dark brown back has irregular patterns, and

its snout is protruding, making its whole body look like a triangle from

a distance.

REAEBH [HEiR | 2

Black-spectacled Toad which looks funny when eating

RERR  RERBRE HERK  BERRSERIRE TE L
HFEETRY -BRTHEABENRMEN  5—EBHNMT @ B2
WIRERENREAI UM EHPEENEIRREBD © T - K&
DHIEH T EHE BELIRIE |

Asian Common Toad, also known as Black-spectacled Toad, has an
interesting way of eating. It pushes its eyeballs downwards to help
swallowing. Apart from that, its parotoid glands behind the eyes can
secrete milky poison. Therefore, most snakes do not prey on Asian
Common Toad!

40
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How can we protect these amphibian friends?

SEFRIGAREDR  FESFSRKRF

. WE{??&FE%Z@E  REZRUCTERY MR RE - KBS &
." EHRERE
c MG FZEHEK  BRUBNAGHELEY)  BRESRREBEYIR

ﬁ KR o

Keep rivers and streams clean; do not pollute water sources.

® Amphibians have permeable skin, which makes them susceptible to
absorbing pollutants such as pesticides and detergents. This could affect
their health.

e |f you have applied chemicals like perfumes, mosquito repellent, or sunscreen
to your body, avoid direct contact with organisms and water sources.

FTERMRATETFEDY
c BEMEDYN  BRISEBFEENEREE -
s MOMBEEBYE LEDWRHMDE - ARESGRE  EREBE

Do not catch or take away wild animals.

® Keep a distance while observing amphibians and avoid disturbing them.

e Some amphibians may secrete irritants. For your own safety, avoid touching
them.

o

AERERED  BEAAREHEA
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e —LEBEYS LMRBEETER  MRAEIHI  HEFRTRSE
FEHMAEEFEMEY)  BENZEZTEG EREVWHE -

Do not release pets; be a responsible pet-owner.

e Released pets may die due to their inability to adapt to new environments.
Those who survived may compete with local amphibians and other wildlife for
resources, affecting local ecology.

e Some pet frogs may carry chytrid fungus, which can be transmitted to native
frogs or other organisms if released into the wild. In severe cases, this can
even lead to species extinction.
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Many years ago, the Romer's Tree Frog family scattered for
unknown reasons. One day, a curious tree frog named Ollie found
a family map. To uncover the Romer's Tree Frog family mystery,
Ollie becomes a little detective and embarks on an adventure.

Hong Kong is home to a variety of species of frogs.
Come learn more about them!

REBARAEESE
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department



